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ABSTRACT  

In the 20th century, two great theories have been put forward in an attempt to interpret human 

differences and to design educational models around these differences. Learning-style theory has 

its roots in the psychoanalytic community; multiple intelligences theory is the fruit of cognitive 

science and reflects an effort to rethink the theory of measurable intelligence embodied in 

intelligence testing .Both, in fact, combine insights from biology, anthropology, psychology, 

medical case studies, and an examination of art and culture. But learning styles emphasize the 

different ways people think and feel as they solve problems, create products, and interact. The 

theory of multiple intelligences is an effort to understand how cultures and disciplines shape 

human potential. Though both theories claim that dominant ideologies of intelligence inhibit our 

understanding of human differences, learning styles are concerned with differences in the 

process of learning, whereas multiple intelligences center on the content and products of 

learning. Until now, neither theory has had much to do with the other. The present paper explains 

the integrated relationship between learning styles and multiple intelligence. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Learning styles refer to a range of competing and contested theories that aim to account for 

differences in individuals' learning. These theories propose that all people can be classified 

according to their 'style' of learning, although the various theories present differing views on how 

the styles should be defined and categorized. A common concept is that individuals differ in how 

they learn.  

The idea of individualized learning styles became popular in the 1970s, and has greatly 

influenced education despite the criticism that the idea has received from some 

researchers. Proponents recommend that teachers assess the learning styles of their students and 

adapt their classroom methods to best fit each student's learning style. Although there is ample 

evidence that individuals express preferences for how they prefer to receive information, few 

studies have found any validity in using learning styles in education. Critics say there is no 

evidence that identifying an individual student's learning style produces better outcomes. There 

is evidence of empirical and pedagogical problems related to forcing learning tasks to 

"correspond to differences in a one-to-one fashion". Well-designed studies contradict the 

widespread "meshing hypothesis" that a student will learn best if taught in a method deemed 

appropriate for the student's learning style.
  

 


